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¶ Music gets the max 

¶ CHMA gets another grant 

¶ Campus minister welcome 

¶ Alum working disaster relief 

¶ BB, softball coaches named 
 

 
 

 

CAPping off a great year 
 

 
Fremont Ross High School students and their Heidelberg 
mentors who participated in the College Awareness Program 
(CAP) throughout the past school year celebrated a 
successful year with a weeklong enrichment program on 
campus in late June. The students got a taste of college life 
by attending classes taught by Heidelberg faculty, listening to 
motivational speakers and participating in cultural and 
social activities. They experienced life in a residence hall and 
ate their meals at Hoernemann. To conclude the week, the 
group spent the day at Cedar Point (pictured here as they 
prepared to depart from Heidelberg).Grant funding for the 
CAP came from the Ohio Foundation of Independent 
Colleges. 

 

 
 
 

 

Sweet, sweet music: Department 
 gets 10-year reaccreditation 
Since the 1950s, Heidelbergõs 
Music Department has been a 
fully accredited member of the 
National Association of Schools 
of Music. Following a program 
review and a recent NASM site 
visit, the department has received the 
maximum 10 years reaccreditation. 
 

òEveryone in the department worked 
together through this process, and Iõm 
very proud of them for the time and 
support they provided. This was our 
goal,ó said Dr. Doug McConnell, 
department chair. 
 
NASM indicated the Music Department 

wonõt have another review until the 2016-17 academic 
year. And while that seems a long way off, Doug said the 
music faculty is always evaluating curricular offerings to 
respond to the needs of students and the campus 
community. 
 
The NASM team of Dan Dressen from St. Olaf College 
and Gale Odom from Centenary College visited 
Heidelberg in April 2007, following an extensive self-
study and report prepared by Doug, steering committee 
members Dr. Vicki Ohl  and Dr. Grant Cook, and the 
entire music faculty, which divided into subcommittees 
to address various issues. 
 
òWe really tried to be as inclusive as possible (in the self-
study report),ó Doug said. òWe wanted it to accurately 
represent the department. If itõs going to be effective, itõs 
there to give us direction.ó 
 
The department received the preliminary visitorõs report 
last summer and presented an optional response in 
October with clarifications and some curriculum 
changes. Their final report, which outlined the 
departmentõs progress, was sent this spring. NASM 



 

approved reaccreditation in June. òIõm very pleased 
that we stayed on schedule. All of our reports were 
filed in a timely fashion with a good-faith response 
to their suggestions,ó Doug said. òBased on the 
follow-up reports, one required, one not, they said 
weõre good to go.ó 
 
òThis is not just good advertisement,ó he added. 
òA Heidelberg degree means nothing without it.ó 
 

NPS issues grant to 
�·�%�H�U�J�·�V���&�+�0�$ for 
archaeology work at 
Michigan battlefield 
The National Park Service on 
Monday announced that 
Heidelberg is a recipient of an 
American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) 
grant for archaeological study of the War of 1812 
River Raisin Battlefield in Monroe, Mich. The 
2008-2009 project is a $28,674 award for 
archaeological investigation, next spring and 
summer, of a sample of the peripheral areas of the 
battlefield identified during ABPP's 2007-2008 
grant to Heidelberg's Center for Historic and 
Military Archaeology. Dr. Mike Pratt will direct 
the study. 
 
On Jan. 22, 1813, British and Indian forces 
attacked the Americans at Frenchtown along the 
River Raisin in what was one of the worst 
American defeats of the War of 1812. The 
massacre of prisoners and wounded soldiers after 
the surrender inspired the rallying cry òRemember 
River Raisin.ó 
 
The current award is the latest in support of a 
decade long, multi-disciplinary research project 
involving Heidelberg faculty and students and 
researchers from Eastern Michigan University, the 
city of Monroe and several other public and private 
organizations. The 1998 discovery of 
archaeological remains of structures associated 
with the battle by CHMA helped stimulate a 
renewed interest in preserving the battlefield site.   
According to the National Park Service, grant 
funds will allow Mike and his team to build on the 
work of a previous ABPP grant and conduct an 
archeological assessment on areas recently 
documented as important areas of the battlefield. 

Recommendations will be made to address threats to the 
battlefield, and the findings of this project will be 
presented at public meetings. 
 
"I believe this newest grant is a sign that we are doing 
the right things at the battlefield. This is not just a 
reflection of the value of the site, but the progress that is 
being made by all the people who are working there,ó 
U.S. Rep. John Dingell of Michigan said. òI particularly 
want to commend the study team: Dr. G. Michael Pratt, 
Dr. Ted Ligibel, William Rutter and Jeff Green. They are 
shedding new light on this significant moment in our 
collective history, and their efforts will have a lasting 
effect upon our understanding of the battle and its 
aftermath. The success at the battlefield is being noticed 
and is producing results. 
 
"This is a wonderful project and a terrific tribute to the 
Americans who died during this historic battle from the 
War of 1812,ó Dingell said. òThis investment will pay off 
for all of us involved now and for future generations 
who will be able to appreciate the battlefield. I anxiously 
await the outcome of this very important study, and I am 
confident we will learn much from the results." 
 
The ABPP grant period runs from July 2008 to 
December 2009. 

 
Just call him Paul: New campus 
minister eyes spiritual growth 
Paul Sittason Stark, the new director of Campus 
Ministry and Religious Life, arrived on campus July 1. 
While òcampus ministeró and òchaplainó are titles 
commonly used, he prefers being called ð simply ð Paul. 
 

Spiritual development for students will 
be his top priority. And, imperative to 
spiritual development is work for peace 
and justice. Worship, community 
engagement, leadership development, 
small group development and 
ecumenical/interfaith projects will be a 

major part of his work. Chaplaincy responsibilities 
extend beyond students, to be a caring presence for the 
entire campus community. 
 
As an ordained United Methodist pastor, Paul is 
committed to serving God as a follower and disciple of 
Jesus Christ. He spent 10 of his 20 years in ordained 
ministry in campus ministry. He says he is excited to 
serve a school tied to the United Church of Christ and is 


